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SENATEBILL NO. 171

AN ACT TO PERMIT AND REGULATE THE COMPASSIONATE USE OF CANNABIS
AND PROVIDE PENALTIES THEREFOR.

A prisonorjail impact statement hasbeenrequestedon SB171. The Legislative
Research Council researched and analyzed statistics from states where
marijuanaiscurrently legal for medical purposes. Itdidnot consider theimpact
to state revenue, business, law enforcement expenses, regulatory costs, or
societal costs. ThelLegislativeResearch Council concludedthat aportionof the
state's current marijuana users would qualify to use, sell, or transfer medical
marijuanaandthusprevent anumber of marijuanaconvictions. However, it also
concluded that statesthat have enacted marijuanalaws have seen a subsequent
increase in overall marijuana usage, dependence, and abuse in adults which
would essentially offset any savingsfrom currentillegal marijuanausersbeing
ableto obtain marijuanalegally for medical purposes. Asaresult, thismeasure
will likely have aminimal net impact on prison and jail costs.
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